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January 2012  

Message from Our President       

Happy New Year EWI Washington DC!   2012 prom-
ises to be a phenomenal year for all of us individual-
ly and as a chapter. Our membership continues to 
expand every month thanks to Susan I. Wranikôs 
excellent work as our Membership Director and to all 
of you who are making an effort to introduce EWI to 
your clients and friends. Letôs keep the momentum 
going. Please make it one of your New Yearôs reso-
lutions to bring guests to our meetings in 2012. 

  

It is always wonderful when we can give our meeting 
floor over to one of our own members. I am delighted that Claire Fay of 
Whole Health Counseling Group will be our speaker at our January meeting. 
We are all looking forward to learning more about her new company and 
how she can help us with our goals of living a healthier lifestyle this year. I 
also am looking forward with great anticipation to the presentation by  

Dr. Laura Hills of Blue Pencil Institute in March about how we can develop, 
improve, and foster our professional images. We are so fortunate to have 
expertise and talent of this caliber right here in our Washington, DC chapter. 

 

We are also extremely fortunate to have such wonderful men in our chap-
ter.  As they said at Corporate during the LCAM convention in September, 
ñThe DC Chapter has members ð and not all of them are women. They 
have several very smart men.ò These are their words ð but I know that we 
all wholeheartedly second the sentiment.  I want to share with you that  

Corporate is planning on changing our mission statement to one that would 
promote EWI as a women's organization. Your board will get more infor-
mation on this issue and present it to you as soon as it is available. We 
know that you will want to help us address this issue with Corporate in the 
near future. 

 

Last month's meeting at the beautiful Mayflower Hotel was certainly memo-
rable.  The lovely ambiance, enchanting holiday decorations, delicious din-
ner, heartwarming awards, and our wonderful speaker Pam Derrow made 
for an exceptional evening.  It was fantastic that this meeting was so well-
attended and that so many of us could be there as we applauded Martin 
Smith, Miriam Clinton, and Susan I. Wranik for their well deserved awards 
and recognition. How lucky are we to have so many active and committed 
members in our chapter? 

 

We're off to a great start in 2012. I wish you and your families a happy, 
healthy, purposeful, fun, enriching, and prosperous New Year. I look forward 
to seeing you at our meeting on January 11th at SunTrust Bank. Please re-
member to bring an item or cash donation for the food pantry. See you then. 

 

 

 
 

Karin Arnette, Washington, DC Chapter President, 2011-2012 
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2011-2012 Officers & Directors 

PRESIDENT 
Karin Arnette 
Karinôs Custom Images 
703-450-4053 
karinsci@aol.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Miriam Clinton 
TRAK Services 
202-466-8850 
miriam.clinton@trakservices.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Julia Kennedy 
H Street Ventures LLC 
202-289-1401 
jkennedy@hstreetventures.com 
  
TREASURER 
Nancy Dinse 
Gray Loeffler, LLC 
202-461-2138  
ndinse@grayloeffler.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  
Susan I. Wranik 
Susan I Wranik Associates 
301-907-0740  
siwranik@verizon.net 
 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR   
Debbie Williams 
Wisdom & Williams 
202-457-0617 
deb@wisdom-williams.com 
 
PUBLICATION DIRECTOR  
Dr. Laura Hills 
Blue Pencil Institute 
703-691-8468 
lhills@bluepencilinstitute.com 
 
B/C/DP DIRECTOR  
Phala Johnson 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
202-682-9250 
phala_johnson@goodyear.com 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS  
Claire J. Fay 
Whole Health Counseling Group 
202-437-4167 
claire.fay@whc-group.com 
 
²!¸{ !b5 a9!b{ 5Lw9/¢hw 
Cheryl Hawkins 
America Clinical Laboratory Association 
202-637-9466 
chawk@acla.com 
 
ADVISOR/IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  
Toni Little 
24/7 Technology Solutions, Inc. 
703-764-2866 
tlittle@24-7inc.com 
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Our EWI-DC 2011 award winners, from L to R: Susan I. Wranik (Kathryn Aiken 
Spirit Award), Martin Smith (Firm of the Year: Best Messenger), and Miriam 
Clinton (Mary Hobson Award).   

October 2011 
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EWI-DC Happenings 
Clinton, Wranik, & Best Messenger Honored at December 14 Meeting 
 
The Mayflower Hotel may have been decked out in holiday style, but EWI-DC out-sparkled all the 
glitter on December 14 when we honored three of members at our annual year-end chapter 
awards ceremony. The first award 
of the evening, for the EWI-DC 
Firm of the Year, was presented 
by 2010 winner Patti Ripperger 
(FMC Corporation) to Martin Smith 
of Best Messenger. The Mary 
Hobson Award was then present-
ed by 2010 winner Paula Heichel 
to our chapter President Elect Miri-
am Clinton. Finally, the Kathryn 
Aiken Spirit Award was presented 
by 2010 winner Toni Little to our 
chapterôs Membership Director, 
Susan I. Wranik.  
 
Says EWI-DC Chapter president 
Karin Arnette, ñMartin, Miriam, and 
Susan do such great things for our 
chapter. Iôm thrilled that they were  
able to enjoy some well-deserved  
recognition. And it was wonderful,  
appropriate, and touching to see our 2010 winners, Patti, Paula, and Toni, present these awards to 
this yearôs winners. Our annual awards presentation ceremony is a great reminder to all of us of 
just how strong, productive, and enthusiastic our chapter really is. We are truly blessed to have 
such great members as our award winners in our ranks.ò  
 
Each of the 2011 EWI-DC Chapter award recipients received a beautiful etched glass trophy to 
commemorate his or her achievement. Says Arnette, ñI know that Martin, Miriam, and Susan do not 

do what they do to win awards. They have ser-
vice in their hearts. But it felt really good to let 
them know just how much we appreciate their 
contributions to our chapter.ò  
 
The EWI-DC annual awards recipients are 
chosen each year by the members of the 
chapter. Congratulations from your peers to 
Martin Smith/Best Messenger, Miriam Clinton, 
and Susan I. Wranik on your well-deserved 
awards! 
 
 

 

 
 

Patti Ripperger presented the EWI-DC Firm of the Year Award to 

Martin Smith of Best Messenger. Rippergerôs firm, FMC Corpora-

tion, was the 2010 recipient of the award.  
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Pam Derrow of CAUSE  
(Comfort for Americaôs Uniformed Services) 

Spoke at Our December 14 Meeting 

 

 

October 2011 
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CAUSE Executive Director Pam Derrow described for us the important work her organiza-
tion does to provide comfort items and recreational opportunities to military personnel 
recuperating from wounds and injuries. 

EWI-DC Chapter B/CD/DP Director Phala Johnson presented a $250 donation to CAUSE to 

Pam Derrow on behalf of our chapter.  
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